
Living God's Love - the visit of Bishop Richard to Biggleswade Deanery 

 

On 10th November the Deanery hosted a visit by Bishop Richard, Bishop of Bedford.  We are 5 

years into the Living God's Love programme and Bishop Richard was to discuss some of the 

results to date and look to the future developments around the Deanery. 

His visit started with a session at Sandy Upper School discussing with the 6th Form Philosophy 

& Ethics class such diverse subjects as abortion to euthanasia, and miracles to suffering.  He 

then joined the Greater Chapter for a sandwich lunch. 

The Deanery has a number of rural parishes and the Bishop met representatives from around the 

Deanery at Cople church to talk about the challenges and opportunities offered by rural parish 

life.  Among the former was finding skilled volunteers in small communities, whilst in the 

latter, the Deanery has some very attractive church buildings which form community centres.  

Moving on, the Bishop had a session in Sandy with those involved with children and young 

people.  Here was the opportunity for the exchange of experiences, especially with the use of 

the "Open the Book" material.  Margaret Pritchard Houston, the Diocesan Children's Mission 

Enabler, was to have joined the discussion but was prevent from doing so by transport 

difficulties.  However, arrangements are being made for her to lead a Saturday morning session 

in the new year, probably on 24th June.  Details will be announced in due course. 

The visit ended with a packed congregation at St Andrews', Biggleswade for a Deanery 

Eucharist, led by Bishop Richard.  After an inspiring sermon, the congregation heard from the 

Diocesan Director of Ministry, the Rev Canon Tim Lomax, of the material available from the 

Diocese to support the Living God's Love programme.  Packs of this were distributed to parish 

representatives after the service, before everyone moved into the Chapter House for 

refreshments and "networking".  No doubt the conversation included the encouragement for 

PCCs to update their Mission Action Plans.  To assist them a series of workshops has been set 

up by the Diocese to be held between 23
rd

 November 2016 to 25
th

 February 2017 at venues  

around the Diocese.  

 

Mr David Pilgrim of St Andrew's has kindly sent in a detailed report of the addresses by both 

Bishop Richard and the Rev'd Canon Tim Lomax. 

                                                    Bishop Richard’s Address: 

We are here to commit ourselves to God.  Think of two very different images.  First, the 

beautiful Song of Mary found in Luke’s gospel where in the presence of Elizabeth, the future 

mother of John the Baptist, the Virgin Mary says Yes to God in what we now read as the 

Magnificat. The second image is that of a Clown, acting in exuberant foolishness for God and 

living out in a fallen world an upside-down code which says being last means to be first and by 

embracing death we find life. 

God worked through Mary.  This continues as a universal experience. We all sing Mary’s 

canticle and we can transform unjust human structures by exploring the love of God, engaging 

with one another and having a shared commitment to make new disciples.  We must remember 

that love should be inclusive.  Question:  How do we respond to God’s love?  We must be 



bolder in our missions.  Like Mary, we must say Yes to God.  How do we make new disciples?  

We are now in the next five year phase of living with such visions.  What makes churches 

flourish?  There needs to be a sympathetic approach in our churches to grow the faith of 

children.  We must also go beyond the church walls.  We must find new ways of reaching out.  

Refer to your packs for the same three priorities and ten additional points.  Remember:  Mission 

Action Plans are a tool to an end.  Let us renew our Yes to God by being foolish too.  In a 

trained and sincere context, I have seen bishops in sober procession being fussed over with a 

feather duster and the same clown attempt the wobbly rope of faith, keeping his eyes firmly 

fixed on the Cross.  Keep these images in mind to grow in faith. 

 

Rev’d Canon Tim Lomax's Address: 

Each parish has a Resource Pack containing data for Reviewing Mission Action Plans including 

posters, leaflets, prayer cards, MAP resource help for SWOT analysis and SMART goals and so 

on. Refer to the material to understand the jargon!  Within this pack is another publication 

designed for creating new disciples and growing churches, entitled: From Evidence to Action.  

Interested parties need to read through the two strands of the Resource Pack and respond 

accordingly.  In the case of MAP’s, it needs to be pointed out that each church must base their 

approaches within the context of their own specific situations.  This is not a Handbook for 

Instructions.  Hence, the size of each church and its setting will be an integral part of its mission 

vision, priorities and goals.  The pack contains ideas, advice, encouragement, websites, and 

further addresses.  Each parish can set up a working group, not by any means just an arm within 

the PCC but such groups should keep in close contact with PCC’S.  A sequential approach to 

workshops, building up to a refreshed and reviewed Mission Action Plan, is suggested. 

 

David Pilgrim, November 2016 

 

 

 


